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PRESS RELEASE | Berlin, January 14, 2025
f* - freiraum fiir fotografie presents
Radical Beauty

An exhibition with works by: Sammy Baxter (GB), Brian Griffin (GB), Gottfried Helnwein (AUT),
Eva Losada (ES), Erwin Olaf (NL), Elizaveta Porodina (D), Zuzu Valla (SVK), and others.

March 7 - May 25, 2025

Radical Beauty radically questions our perception of beauty, attractiveness and aesthetics. In this
globally unique photo project, over 60 internationally renowned fashion and art photographers,
including Brian Griffin, Gottfried Helnwein, Eva Losada, Erwin Olaf, Elizaveta Porodina and Zuzu
Valla, worked together with people with Down syndrome to develop individual images and photo
series. Surprising and unique portraits were created in professional studio conditions. The protagonists
include experienced performers such as actresses Sarah Gordy (UK) and Lily Moore (USA), but the
majority of them lead a life outside the limelight.

Radical Beauty blurs the boundaries between disciplines. Through close collaboration between model
and photographer, impressive works have emerged that convey a passion for role-playing and visual
experimentation while vividly reflecting the unique personalities of the portrayed. Whether tender
intimacy, sober realism or full-blooded joie de vivre — Radical Beauty celebrates all facets of human

existence and embraces the diversity of an inclusive society.

The London fashion photographer Sammy Baxter, for example, created a dystopian staging with his
model Lara Wates, where the pictured struggles with arms that seem to emerge from nowhere against
vibrant, colorful backdrops. Brian Griffin, renowned internationally for his portraits of pop musicians,
offers black-and-white photographs reminiscent of iconic album covers. Art photographer Erwin Olaf

presents his protagonist with slicked-back hair and striking blue eyes in the style of an antique cherub,
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seemingly floating weightlessly in frothy water. On closer inspection, this effect reveals itself as a
technical illusion achieved through masterful manipulation of film material. Fashion photographer
Elizaveta Porodina stages actress Lily Moore with vivid surrealism, drawing on the emotional
symbolism is a reference to her studies of clinical psychology. Photographer Zuzu Valle sees herself as
an advocate for people with disabilities and presents photographs of drag queens and drag kings with

Down syndrome that get under your skin.

Radical Beauty was launched in 2018 by the British collective Culture Device, a group of Down
syndrome performers who have already graced stages such as the Royal Opera House, Tate Modern,
and Southbank Centre in London. Under the artistic direction of Daniel Vais, the project has since
evolved into a global initiative, enhancing the visibility of people with cognitive disabilities and

providing a platform for individuals with Down syndrome.

The exhibition was curated by Nadine Barth (@barthouseprojects).

Artistic direction of the project: Daniel Vais, Culture Device.

OPENING: Thursday, March 6, 2025, 7 pm

An exhibition as part of EMOP Berlin - European Month of Photography.
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f* - freiraum fiir fotografie | Waldemarstrafle 17 | 10179 Berlin
Opening Hours: Wed - Sun, 1 - 7 pm | Admission: 6 €, reduced 4 € | www.thochdrei.org/en/ | @fhochdrei
Press contact: Ana Maria Sales Prado | presse@fhochdrei.org | +49 151 255 428 95
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https://www.instagram.com/barthouseprojects/
https://www.culturedevice.org/radical-beauty-project
http://www.fhochdrei.org/en/
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IMAGE MATERIAL
The images may only be used for current editorial coverage of the exhibition. The images may not
be modified, cropped or overprinted. f* - freiraum fiir fotografie, the artist as well as the location

and dates of the exhibition and the caption must be mentioned in any publication.

High-resolution print data is available for download at the following link:
Radical Beauty

Untitled © Elizaveta Porodina, Untitled © Brian Griffin,
from the project Radical Beauty from the project Radical Beauty

Untitled © Erwin Olaf, Untitled © Eva Losada,
from the project Radical Beauty from the project Radical Beauty

Untitled © Scallywag Fox, Untitled © Sammy Baxter,
from the project Radical Beauty from the project Radical Beauty


https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fo/pm0fftbk0kgtgnsyxc47p/ADgwbPh08Vi3E70guSs6ydI?rlkey=8c5j9wihs8jgq4g7n54iz0503&st=cyjcib89&dl=0
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IMAGE MATERIAL
The images may only be used for current editorial coverage of the exhibition. The images may not
be modified, cropped or overprinted. f* - freiraum fiir fotografie, the artist as well as the location

and dates of the exhibition and the caption must be mentioned in any publication.

High-resolution print data is available for download at the following link:
Radical Beauty

Untitled © Gottfried Helnwein, Untitled © Elizaveta Porodina,
from the project Radical Beauty from the project Radical Beauty

Untitled © Diana Gomez, Untitled © Thomas Dodd,
from the project Radical Beauty from the project Radical Beauty
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Untitled © Perttu Saksa, Untitled © Zuzu Valla,
from the project Radical Beauty from the project Radical Beauty


https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fo/pm0fftbk0kgtgnsyxc47p/ADgwbPh08Vi3E70guSs6ydI?rlkey=8c5j9wihs8jgq4g7n54iz0503&st=cyjcib89&dl=0
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IMAGE MATERIAL
The images may only be used for current editorial coverage of the exhibition. The images may not
be modified, cropped or overprinted. f* - freiraum fiir fotografie, the artist as well as the location

and dates of the exhibition and the caption must be mentioned in any publication.

High-resolution print data is available for download at the following link:
Radical Beauty

Untitled © Zuzia Zawada, Untitled © Zuzu Valla,
from the project Radical Beauty from the project Radical Beauty


https://www.dropbox.com/scl/fo/pm0fftbk0kgtgnsyxc47p/ADgwbPh08Vi3E70guSs6ydI?rlkey=8c5j9wihs8jgq4g7n54iz0503&st=cyjcib89&dl=0

